
With a musical career spanning over 50 
years, singer-songwriter Don McLean 
has made many contributions to the 

music industry including his magnum opus 
“American Pie.”  

In late 1963, McLean dropped out 
college after only four months and began 
a six year period where he performed at 
venues such as the Bitter End and Gas-
light Café in New York, The Newport Folk 
Festival, the Cellar Door in Washington, 
D.C. and over forty colleges through-
out New York and New England. He 
appeared alongside artists like Herbie 
Mann, Brownie McGee and Sonny Terry, 
Arlo Guthrie, Pete Seeger, Janis Ian, Josh 
White and others.  

McLean’s transition to international 
stardom began in 1971 with the release of 
“American Pie.”

The title track, “American Pie,” was 
released in November 1971 and charted 
within a month. The single quickly rose to 
#1 in the USA. The second single from the 
album, “Vincent”, charted in March of 1972, 
went on to reach #12 in the US and #1 in 
the UK. “American Pie” remained at #1 in 
the UK for 7 weeks in 1972 and remained 
in the charts for 53 consecutive weeks. 

With all this success, 
“Tapestry,” McLean’s 
�rst full-length album, 
was reissued by United 
Artists. The album saw 
more success this time 
around. It charted in 
the United States and 
reached the top-15 in 
the United Kingdom. 
McLean released his 
third album, “Don Mc-
Lean,” in 1972. 

In 1978, Don’s 
career began again 
in Nashville where he 
would work with Elvis 
Presley’s backing sing-
ers, “The Jordanaires.” 

The result was “Chain Lightning” and the 
number one single in the UK, “Crying”. 
The early 1980s saw further chart suc-
cesses with “Since I Don’t Have You,” a 
new recording of “Castles in the Air” and 
“It’s Just the Sun.” 

In 1987, the release of the country-based 
“Love Tracks” album gave rise to the hit 
singles “Love in My Heart,” “Can’t Blame the 
Wreck on the Train” and “Eventually.”

The 21st Century has seen a number 
of new honors for Don McLean and his 
music. With a number of hits and de-
cades of music under his belt, McLean 
continues to tour the world and release 
new material. His best-selling album to 
date, “American Pie” was re-released on 
vinyl in 2016.

Don McLean

“AMERICaN PIE” 
IS IN THE TOp 5 
SONGS OF THE 
20TH CENTURY�+ BBC Lifetime Achievement Award (2012)

�+ Inducted into the Songwriter’s Hall of Fame (2004)

�+ “American Pie” inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame (2002)

�+ Received an honorary doctorate from Iona College (2001)
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